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SPECIFIC SUBJECT SELF CONCEPT III IPI AND K ON -IPI STUDENTS 

/ 

The qucstionnarie given to seventh graders in IPI and no n- 
IPI classrooms contained items concerning self concept of abil- 
ity in specific subjects and a subject liking set of items. 

(See Appendix A, Self Concept of Ability in IPI and non-IPI 
Students;) The four specific subjects are mathematics, English 
(reading), social studies, and science. 

Brookover demonstrated that students preferring a particular 
subject have a higher self concept of ability in that subject 
than do students who like it least. The questionnaire used in 
this study did not require students to rank the subjects but 
asked them to state whether they liked It better this year, last 
year, or equally both years. 



Since students coming from a sixth grade IPI classroom had 
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a substantially different experience the previous year, some 
differences in liking a subject should exist between the two 
groups. Specifically, one would expect that IPI students would 
prefer last year's courses. Social studies was not taught through 
individual prescriptions as the other subjects were. There should 
therefore be a difference between social studies and the three 
other subjects as far as IPI students are concerned. 

Pour hundred eighty-eight seventh grade students (including 
21 who had IPI in the sixth grade) were used in this analysis. 
Students for whoa incomplete data for one subject existed or 
who had not taken that subject both years were not considered in 
that analysis. 






2 



The possible range of specific subject self concept of 
ability scores was 8 to 40. The total group was divided into 
four roughly equal subgroups, based on self concept of ability 
score for each of the four subjects. The number of pupils in 
each subgroup responding to the three alternatives in the "liking* 1 
item was recorded. Finally, the number of students with IPI 
in the sixth grade for each response was tallied. Results are 
given in Tables 1-4. 
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X = 27.525 

Numbers in parentheses refer to IPI students 

TABLE 1. SELF CONCEPT - MATHEMATICS AND LIKING 
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TABLE 2. SELF COHCEPT - ENGLISH AND LIKING 
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TABLE 3. SEIF CONCEPT - SOCIAL STUDIES AND LIKING 
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TABLE 4. SELF CONCEPT - SCIENCE AND LIKING 

In each of the four subjects for the total group as the 
student* s s61f concept of ability increases there is a greater 
tendency for him to like the current course. This supports 
Brookover*s finding. In mathematics, reading, and science the 
students with the v/eakest self concepts of ability preferred 
these subjects last year. 

% 

Y/hen the students with IPI backgrounds are considered by 
themselves, a departure from this trend can be seen. Most of 
these students preferred their IPI mathematics course, regard- 
less of their mathematics self concept. F ew preferred the current 
English or reading course, but more likd it as well as the IPI 
curriculum. In science, the students with IPI in the sixth 
grade followed the trend of the group as a whole: the higher 

the self concept of ability, the greater the tendency to prefer 
the current course. More of these students liked the current 
social studies than preferred the previous course, but almost 
the same number like the two equally. 
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It appears that students taught under the IPI program in 
elementary school in general prefer that curriculum. However, 
the extent to which this is true depends on what the particular 
subject is. 
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